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“That in the above-mentioned Bil now before your Honourable 
‘* House, your humble Petitioner sees a design to cause Gold aud Silver 
** to be the circulating money of England; 


that he knows, as well as he 


‘* knows that fire burns, that if Gold and Silver be the circulating money 


** of England, 


** taxes cannot be levied, 


that more than half the present nominal amount of the 
without PRODUCING 


RUIN AND WRETCHEDNESS 


** ABSOLUTELY INSUPPORTABLE.’’—A/fr, Cobbett’s Petition to the House of 


‘Commons, 20th Feb. 1826. 





TO 
Mr. FREDERICK ROBINSON, 


On the PROOFS of the PROSPE- 
RITY, which has flowed from his 
fine unreformed Parliament. 





Kensington, 17th July, 18%. 
Mr. FREDERICK, 
When you made your saucy 


speech on the 23d of Feb. 1824; 
when you utlered that insolent 
attack on the Parliamentary Re- 
formers; when you talked about 
the “‘ ancient portals,” 1 instantly 
reproved you, and foretold the 
blowing up of your system; and 
in addressing myself to you, I 
particularly said (Register, 28th 


Feb. 1824), ‘“‘ Your speech is.so 
“much of the old, bragging, ex- 
‘** officio sort; that I should not 
‘« have taken any notice of it, had 
“it not been for that passage at 
‘the close of it, which I shall 





‘‘ presently quote, and of which, 
“unless ] much deceive myself, 
“you will have ABUNDANT 
“ REASON TO REPENT,” — 


Was that a “ false prophecy? 
Have you not had reason tor 
of that saucy, that insolent, 
stinking old aristocratical spet 
Have you not had reason to réyent 
of this sauciness and insol€ 


towards the Rerormers; ae 


f. » 


to say, towards all the good and”. 
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195 To Mr. Faepericx Rosinson. 196 


‘ 


sensible part of the people? If 
you have not yet had reason to 
repent, here’s at you again! Here 


« ful prosperity—with an increasing 
‘revenue, decreasing taxation, and 


‘© a debt ina course of gradual and 


I am with PROOFS of the “ certain reduction. (Year, hear.) 
y 


we — .  |** We behold our countr 
PROSPERITY that was to ts- |< ing in wealth, augmenting In 


daily grow- 


sue, or be served out, or dispensed, | « »ower, and increasing in influence : 
from the ‘‘ ancient portals.” But, |« —in wealth, the result of sound 
first of all, let us have your speech |“ policy and considerate legislation ; 
again, your insolent speech, when | “ in power, not to be abused for the 
you thought that the THING had |“ purposes of tyranny or aggrandize- 


got safe landed; and that it could | 
set the people at defiance for 
ever! That is what you thought, 
when you made this insolent | 
speech of 23d Feb. 1824, which, 
for your benefit, I here insert 
again, as a suitable preface to 
th PROOFS of PROSPE- 
RITY, the undeniable proofs 
that am going to put upon im- 
perishable record. But 1 must 
put other things upon record 
again. Men forget, and young 
men are constantly growing up to 
begin to read. 1 will, therefore, 
first insert the saucy, insolent, 
lying speech of 23d February, 








. 


1824 ; and then I will insert some 
other things equally necessary to 
be ali. cn. ; lor it is impos- 
sible to believe that all this mis- 
chief is to be done; that all these 
terrible sufferings are to be in- 
flicted upon the people, and that 
there is to be NO RESPON- 
SIBILITY WHATEVER TO 
FALL UPON YOUR HEADS. 


{ will not believe this: if I did | 


believe lit, I should think that the 
country deserved to perish. | 


“ ment; in influence, not to be em- 


ployed in blustering dictation and 
“emply boasting, but to produce a 


© firm conviction among surrounding 


* nations of the sincerity of our pro- 

“ fessions, and of the honesty of our 

“ conduct. (Much cheering.) That 

“ sincerity and honesty must have 

‘“‘ the inevitable effect of producing 

‘* in their minds a Jasting persuasion 

“ that the wealth,power and influence 
“of which we are justly proud, are 
“ the tests of sécadfust friendship, and 
“not the menacing instruments. of 
* hostility or rivalry. (Hear, hear.) 
“ | have not, of course, the arrogance 
** to attribute these’ happy results to 
“ any exertions of my own, nor does 
*‘ His Majesty’s Government claim 
‘the merit of having brought the 
** country to his stale of content and 
“ prosperity ; many others, they are 
“satisted, have at Icast an equal 
** right to the applause and gratitude 
“of the nation: I claim them not 
“for individuals: I claim them for 
© Pui liament-—for that calumniated, 
“ that vilified Parliament, which we 
** have been told by some is so essen- 
|‘* tiadly vicious in its nature and in 
** its construction, that it was utterly 





“impossible for it to extricate the 
|“ kingdom from that condition of 
|“ distress and depression in which it 


am going to exhibit a picture of | was recently placed. (Hear, heat.) 


ruin, such as ought to make you 
hide your head and get from the 
sight of the people of England 
for ever. But let us first’ have 
the insolent speech once more. 


“ It must be highly satisfactory to 
“ know, that the country is at this 
* mon ent in such a state of cheer- 





** They contended, indeed, how truly 
“ the result has shown, that in Par- 
“liament there was nothing good— 
“that its councils were venal, its 
“* Members corrupt, and, in short, 
“that unless every thing were at 
“ once turned topsy-turvy, and anew 
“system of representation establish- 
‘ed, the nation could never be re- 
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“ lieved from ils difficulties, and res- 
** cued from its dangers. (Continued 
“‘ cheers.) Isay, and I say it boldly, 
“‘ that the present stute of the country 
‘‘ affords the best, because the prac- 
“¢ tical refutation of what I maintain 
“to be a calumny upon the Consti- 
“‘tution. (Lear). Parliament, the 
“* true source of such general happiness, 
“‘ may enjoy the proud, the delight- 
“« ful satisfaction of looking round 
“upon the face of a joyous country, 
“ smiling in plenty, and animated 
“with what I hope to see—unre- 
“ stricted industry, content, comfort, 
*¢ prosperity and order, hand in hand, 
“dispense, from the ancient portals 
“ of a Constitutional monarchy, their 
“inestimable blessings among a 
“ happy, united, and let it never be 
“ forgotien, a grateful people. (Loud 
“cheers from all sides of the 
“« House.)” 


Now, before I proceed to my 
PROOFS of prosperity, let me 
give certain other extracts, in 
order to show your folly and my 
wisdom ; and this for the purpose 
of showing, that the good people 
of Preston were right in their 
choice ; and that the Thess conspi- 
rators against me deserve their 
general execration. Now for 
these extracts, for which you will 
wish me at the devil, I dare say, 
and the insertion of which, you 
might have escaped, perhaps, had 
it not been for the abominable 
insolence of your speech in 1823, 
against the Reformers. Thus has 
the THING gone on with me, 
ever since the year 1809! For 
seventeen ycars there has been 
deadly fight between me and the 
THING. The monstrous THING 
has given me many a heavy blow ; 


but I have always recovered, and 
have given the crue! and cowardly 
THING two blows for one, The 
THING has done for me, two or 


limes, as it thonglt; but 1 


Jury 22, 1826. 
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‘have scarcely given it time to hug 
‘itself, in the thought of security, 
when I have risen, as it were, 
from the dead, laid on upon the 
base THING, with more vigour 
than ever, and now and then 
chopped off a joint from it, and 
beat it about with the bloody end 
of part of its own body. -I have 
had my own injuries to resent, as 
well as those of the Reformers. 
My principal business, however, 
has been, to avenge the injuries 
and insults, heaped on the friends 
of Reform; and that I have 
avenged them thus far, the people 
are ready to proclaim, and do 
proclaim, in every part of the . 
kingdom. Let me now, before 
I go any further, insert the series 
of extracts, of which I have just 
spoken. 


‘* Agriculture is recovering from 
‘‘the depression under which it 
‘laboured; and, this, by the 
steady operation of natural 
© causes.” —Kineo’s Speecnu; Feb. 
1824. 


“I claim for Parliament the 
“* merit of having rescued the kings 
*« dom from distress and depres- 
** sion. I say boldly, that the 
* state of the country is the best 
“ refutation of the calumnies on 
‘ the Parliament.” —Mr. Rosix- 
son, Feb. 1824. 


“ You (Mr. Robinson) play a 
“ desperate game. You think you 
** can keep 5° prices, and pay in 
vd oe too. This delusion must 
“ Jead to your ruin ; it must pro- 
* duce a great shock, of some sort: 
‘it must produce another stop- 
“page of the Bank; or, a total 
“breaking up of the country 
‘« bankers. Another stoppage of 
“the Bank, is the END of your 
“affair. And mind, this stoppage 
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199 To Mx. Faspericx Roninson. 
‘must céme, unless you repeal jor four times ; and then, listen to 
“the paper-money law (Small|me. We have now before us all 
“note Bill), which law will soon! your bragging assertions about © 
“inundate the country with pa-; PROSPERITY. We have here 
“per, and, at no distant day, will| the braggings, put into the mouth 
“send the gold out of the coun- jot the King, up to so latea period 
“ try.’”—Mr. Conner, (Reg.)}as 1825. We have here, your 
Gth March, 1824. braggings about eat yng es ; 
«“ There never was a period in| 8¢/¢d prosperity ; and now, Iwill . 
be ei sage give you a picture of this horrible 





“ the history of this country, when | 
** all the great interests of the na- 
“tion were, at the same fime, in| 
““s0 thriving a_ condition.” 
Ktine’s Speecn, 3d Feb. 1825. 
« Any panic or any thing that 
“would make a run upon the 
‘Country Banks, would blow 
“their (the Ministers’) ‘ prospe- 
“ rity’ into the air and themselves 
“to ...... God knows whither. 
** Nav, without any panic at all, 
« the system naturally tends to its 
‘‘ gwn destruction. It takes some | 
“ time for commercial transactions | 
“ to operate upon the system, so | 
“far as to produce an absolute 
‘“‘ shack: but it will come, even 
‘without war, and without any 
“ thing suddenly alarming. The 
‘* present high prices of food can- 
* not long co-exist with gold pay- 
“ ments, even at the Bank of Eng- 
“land. These prices must, at no 
*« distant day, send the gold out 
“of the Country.”"—Mr. Cos- 





| prosperi 
face of this “ joyous country, smil- 


ty; | will show you the 


ing in plenty.” [ will now show 


you, in an account of the bank- — 


rupts and the insolvents, for the 
first six months of the pre- 
sent year, such proofs of pros- . 
perity, as would make you and - 
your colleagues, if you had any 
feeling, call upon the hills to 
cover you. J] am about to show 
you, that the first six months of 
this year has produced more bdnk- 
ruptcies than the whole of any 

other year, for seven years past, _ 
even including the year of 1819; 
I am about to give you a state- 
ment of insolvents, eough to sink 
the heart of any honest Minister 
within him; I am about to show 
you, that, in short, you and your 
colleagues have broken up the 
country ; that you have entirely 
broken up, that you have abso- — 
lutely ruined, the whole people. 





bert, (Reg.) 12th Feb. 1825. 


‘ There ARE PERSONS, 
‘“‘who imagine that our PROS- 


The following table will speak 
| for itself. It is perfectly horrible 
to contemplate: it exhibits six 





“PERITY IS NOT PERMA- | months of such terrible ruin that 
“ NENT; but the House will, I}one wonders how it could be pa- 
*“am sure, concur with me _ in/|tiently endured. What! five thou- 














“opinion, that it rests on’ the 
“MOST SOLID FOUNDA- 
“ TION.” — Mr. Rosson, 
March, 1825. 


There! Read that, and let the 
nation read it. Read it over three 





sand and thirty-three bankrupts 
and insolvents in one six months! 
Five thousand and thirty-three fa- - 
milies broken up, and torn to 
pieces! But, let us now cometo - 


the horrid scale of ruin and de- - 
gradation. 









~~ 














Jury 22, 1826. 





























































































BANKRUPTS. 
Total num- Total of ‘ 
; Date of Gazette. Tewn. Country. | ber ineach |, Bankrupts |’ 
Gai zt Monthly. |i 
1826. 
January 3 4 18 “2 
; 7 20 10 30 
10 10 10 20 
14 15 9 24 
17 iI lI 22 
2] 27 ll 38 
2 15 I] 25 
28 36 24 (0 
31 15 12 2 
_— | 269 
February 4 . 31 : 52 
i 12 a 21 
se * 22 18 40 
M4. 18 9 27 
18. 24 20 44 
21 8 15 23 
25 2 * 32 60 
22 9 24 33 
300 
March4 . 23 24 47 
m 8 17 25 
a 23 23 46 
Mm. 6 15 2 
2. 17 17 34 
21. 8 26 34 
25 . 2 10 30 
28 6 li 17 
254 
Aprill . ld l4 28 . 
a ~ 9 12 21 
8. 22 16 38 
a. 15 12 . 27 
5. . 25 20 ° 45. 
ssi . 5 23 28 ‘ 
22. 35 22 57 F 
S. ll 20 _ ga 
39. 
































Carried forward. . 








» + 1409 
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To Mr. Frevericx Rosinson. 











































































































Total num- Total of | 
Date of Gazette. Town, Country. | berin exch | Bankrupts 
Gazette. Monthly. 
1626. Brought up . 1409 
| June3 , 20 19 39 
G ll il 22 
10 , 35 8 43 
ms I é 12 20 
7. |) (16 12 28 
20 . 6 ll 17 
24. 26 8 34 
oe RS) 9 12 
30. , 7 10 17 
232 
Total to 30th June oe a ee 1641 
INSOLVENTS. 
satan 3 
Total of 
i Total num- | Jnsolvents 
Date of Gazette. Town. Country. ber in each | monthly ap- 
Gazette. plying to be 
discharged, 
1826, | | 
January 3. 31 — 31 
qe 15 — 15 
0. « 60 _ 60 
14 15 —_ 15 
a3.s 45 — 45 
21 30 ll 4) 
[ 24 42 53 100 
Y. a 29 14 43 
3]... 30 134 164 
514 
February 4 30 29 § 
Le 14 94 108 
|) oo 15 34 49 
4. 30 #0 110 
18 30 38 68 
45 60 105 
| 25 32 18 56 .- { 
26 15 66 81 
‘ * 630 
Carried forward 


1144 


*.¢ 
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Total of 
Total num- | Jnsolvents 
Date of Gazette. Town. Country. | ber in each | monthly ap- 
Gazette. plying to be 
discharged. 
Brought up . 1144 
March 4 os 67 nd 
2 a 30 : 117 
; tae 39 42 72 
| a 4. 30 — mise 
18. s ; = iS 
a. 59 ~~ 59 
25 . 15 ~ iS 
28. 30 — 30 
405 
Aprill . 15 2 17 
59 —_ 59 
8. 15 ee 
il. 60 ms oe 
15 15 = 15 
18 30 ta 30 
s . l i . 
29 90 a 90 
| 287 
May6 . 16 _- 16 
P 9 , 60 — 60 
13. 16 _ 16 
16.. 60 _- 60 
20. 15 _ 15 
93° 3 60 _ 60 
27 . 21 31 52 
30. 60 64 124 
403 
dune 3 20 79 99 
6. 80 125 205 
1. 20 37 57 
3. 81 94 175 
D> « “219 46 165 
24. 27 193 220 
3L 120 151 
30 33 48 81 
1153 
Total to 30thJune . .. « « 3392 
Total Bankrupts ............+0058 164] 





Insolvents in FIRST WEEK in July 272 


Total Insolvents in Prison ........ 3392 


_- 


Grand Total COOP e eee e ee settee 5033 


——— 
-_—_— 




































































207 To Mr. Frepverick Rosinson. 208. 


There, Mr. Frevericx Ro-| thing left to enable them to offer 
pixson! There is your perma-|a composition to their creditors ; 
nent PROSPERITY of 1825 ;/or to pay the expenses of a Com- 
there is your ‘* joyous country”;| mission of Bankruptcy! There, 
there are the'‘ blessings dispensed | then, is ruin; and that, too, inflict- 
“rom the ancient portals of |ed upon the industrious and econo- 
“a constitutional monarchy”! mical tradesmen, a class of per- 
There is the“ general happiness sons amongst the most laborious 
& of which Parliament is the true and meritorious in this world, 

« source”! There, Mr. Frepe-| Upon looking again into my 
rick Roninson, is the “ practi- papers, I see that the insolvent 
cal proof,’ that we reformers have deb:ors from 27th October, 1824, 
«© calumniated the Parliament’! to 27th October, 1825, were, in 
In short, there you are, with your number, 2679; that is to say, 
concern before you. Observe 713, in the whole year, /ess than 
that there are more bankruptcies in the first six monthsot this year; 
in six months, than in any whole and, indeed, the number for the 
year, for seven years past, even | whole of last year was only about 
in the seven years’ ruin that we fwice as great -as the number for 
have had to go through, The the first six months of this year. 
last seven years stand, as to There you are, then, with all your 


bankrupts, as follows: bragging! What you mean to do 
1819 ——— 1578 | now, no man can say. For my 
18990 —— 1277 part, I neither can guess, nor do 
192] —— 1308 I wish to guess, at what you wil 
1992 —— 1126 do, or what you will attempt to do. 
1123 ——._s-:*$900 The whole of the ruin and misery 
1924 —— Wo is the work of the Ministers, and 


the Parliament. Jn my petition 
of February last, I told you, you 
would produce “ ruin and miser 
absolutely insupportable.” 1 told 
Bravo! Mr. Paeverick Pros-| you this, in February last, when 
periry. But, even this augmen-| you were at your pretty works; 
tation of bankrupts is nothing tol about the Bank notes. There is 
be compared to the augmentation| no one instance of your misehie- 
of insolvents. You will observe! vous works, in which vou have 
that there are threethousand three not been forewarned by me. I 
hundred and ninety-two insolvents have not only foretold” the mis- 
in prison, Curing these six months.) chievous effects of your works ; 
Take an average of the last seven but have expressly warned you of 
years, and here are twenty times! your danger, I have taken infi- 
as many as have been insol-| nite pains to prevent the horrible 
vent at any former period. Even ruin which has now fallen upon 
a ne as rie} “~ country ; and three hundred 
on compare ings villano ‘pe cnglis 
that are settled by pusliantisden. eettclt tat tee English, 
- 7 Some , sh, together with 
privaicly made. The insolvent fiity magazines and reviews, have 
deblors are persons who have no- | all been caluniniating me for my 


1285 .~— 11593 
First 6 months 
of 826 —— 164] 











MRO dee “eR 











209 


efforts. They have all, with the 
exception of about six or eight, 
been constantly at work, to destroy 
my reputation, and to cry up 
yours; and there you all are, 
now, with 5033 bankrupts and 
insolvents, during six months, in 
England alone ; and, in the last 
month alone ; aye, in that very 
month of June, when Woop and 
Stanvey and Barrie and the Cot- 
ton Tyrants ; in that very month of 
June, when their tricks and con- 
trivances succeeded in putting me 
at the bottom of the poll, at Pres- 
ton; that single month brought 
you nearly FIFTEEN HUN- 
DRED bankruptcies and insol- 
vencies! Here am |, then, to tell 
you ofthis. As faras these bank- 
ruptcies and insolvencies have 
arisen amongst the base wretches 
that have joined in calumniating 
me, there punishment is just; 
they are entitled to no compassion. 

e wretch who has chuckled 
with delight, while he has been 
reading that which he knew was 
a calumny upon me, and which he 
hoped that others would believe 
to be true : such a wretch deserves 
to perish; and of such wretches, 
not a few have already perished. 
If I. were a private person, it 
would be another thing ; but, not 
only is the contrary the case, but- 
experience has now proved ; am- 
ple experience has proved, that 
the happiness or miséry of the 
nation depended upon the aropt- 
ing or the rejecting of my advice. 
This is now notorious ; therefore, 
the ruffians, be they in high or in 
low life, who have joined in ca- 
lumniating me, merit all the saf- 
ferings that even Ministers ‘like 
you can inflict upon them. Ru- 
mour is busy, as to the schemes 
which you have now on foot: 


Jury 22, 1826. 





alas ! you have no schemes! You 
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are dragged along by events; and 
a pretty dragging events will give 
you before this day twelvemonth. 
Some think you are about to call 
the ** Collective Wisdom” toge- 
ther.—The new “ Collective Wis- 
dom”; the nice bran span new 
* Collective Wisdom” so_ freely 
chosen by the people of England! 
I tell you what, FrepexicK: don’t 
call it together : let the ‘ wisdom"” 
remain scattered about: let it re- 
main as silent as possible: the 
sooner it meet, the sooner will it 
open its mouth, and the sooner if 
opens its mouth will the world be- 
gin to laugh. In the meanwhile, 
Mr. Brovenam’s best public in- 
structer is in a devil of a quan- 
dary : it does not know what to 
do, or what to say: it does not 
knéw, nor can it guess, what 
will happen: sometimes it seems 
to expect a republic; sometimes 
it seems to think that things will 
stagger along for many years to, 
come: to-day you willsee it loyal. 
as a pensioned hack, to-morrow, 
upon receiving news from Black- 
burn, it confesses that ‘‘ something 
must be done.” The best public 
instructer is, as the country peo- 
ple call it, between hawk and, 
buzzard: it does not know what 
to do with itself; whether to bleed 
or take barks. Even the Sawney 
part of it seems to be brought to 
a‘ non-plus.” I shall, therefore, 
for the present, leave both it and’ 
you. Pray lay your heads toge- 
ther ; you were made for one ano- 
ther : praise you if while it praises 
you, while rus Cosserrs all 
over the country join me in laugh- 
ing at you both, and in holding — 
up, under the noses of your bru- 


‘tally stupid partisans, the account 


of bankrupts and insolvents that T- 
have now thrusted under your 
nose. Wa. COBBET T 
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211 To tue Weaver-Boys. 212 


TO 


THE WEAVER-BOYS 
OF LANCASHIRE. 


—_- oO 


Kensington, 19th July, 1826. 
My Frirnpbs, 


Wueny, on the 29th of last 
month, I, returning from Preston, 
was met by the good people ot 
Srocxrorr, who conducted me 
into and through that populous 
and public-spirited town, there 
was, at the entrance of the town, 
a man, who having jumped up 
upon the hinder part of the open 
carriage in which I was, and hav- 
ing got hold of my right hand, 
held my arm up, while, waving 
his other hand over his head, he 
exclaimed, ‘* There, Lads! Here 
** is the LONG ARM that reached 
“THE TYRANTS across the 
** Atlantic!” As soon as I got 
released from his hand, I stooped 
down, and said to Mr. Crarke, 
who was sitting on the seat of the 
carriage, ‘“ These people will 
“never lie down tike dogs and 
** starve in silence.” 

It is impossible to express my 
feelings when this man uttered 
these words ; it brought back to my 
mind all the circumstances of my 
flight to America ; the prophecies 
of Long Island; the heavy blows 
that 1 dealt Coraverion, while I 
was in exile; all these were 
brought fresh into my mind, with 
the exclamation of this sensible, 
and public-spirited man. Above 
all things, it ethene back to my 
mind the circumstances of the 
memorable year, 1817 ; when we 
made the most gallant struggle 


that people ever made, and when 
our leader so basely betrayed us. 
The shake by the hand; the ex- 
ultation of the people all around 
me, preceded, as they had been, 
by the threats of the fellows at 
the hell-hole, Manchester; all 
these taken together brought fresh 
to my mind, my Letters to the 
Weaver-Boys of Lancashire, in 
that year 1817; an appellation 
given by the aristocrats, to the 
people of the north, by way of 
derision. The scenes at Stock- 
port brought all these things fresh 
into my mind: I had before read 
of, and written to, the ‘* Weaver- 
Boys,” but now 1 SAW them, I 
have now seen enough of them to 
know that they never will lie down, 
by whole parishes, to receive the 
extreme unction; that nobody 
ever will have to applaud them, 
as the base ferocious ruffians that 
came from Ireland applauded the 
poor creatures in their country, 
becaused they starved and died 
so quietly.. Thank God! ‘There 
are laws in England yet remain- 
ing, which laws give men a 
RIGHT to food and raiment as 
well as to life and limb; thank 
God! that there are no ruffians 
here that dare coolly to congra- 
tulate each other, that the people 
lie down by scores and receive 
the extreme unction ; thank God! 
that no ruffians here, dare enter- 
tain such a thought. 

But, my friends the ‘* Weaver- 
Boys,” my object at present is, to 
call upon you to join me in looking 
back a little, at the conduct of the 
Cotton-Lords ; or, as Mr. Firronx 
at that time, called them, the 
‘Orver or tus Pie-Taw.” In 
that year, they were in high 
leather: they thought to have 
subdued you, forever. They de- 
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ceived themselves; and little did 
they imagine that their own ruin 
was to be the consequence of their 
then attempts to enslave you. In 
that year, a million and a half 
of men signed petitions for a 
Parliamentary Reform. The 
country was then in a state of 
distress: it was manilest to us, 
who wished for reform, that the 
distress arose from excessive taxa- 
tion; from an enormous expendi- 
ture and waste of the public mo- 
ney; from pensions, sinecures, 
grants and emoluments, and from 
other causes of wasteful expendi- 
ture, all which arose from a want 
of due representation of the peo- 

le in Parliament ; and that no 
remecy could take place unless 
the Parliament were reformed. 
Thus we traced the distress which 
then prevailed, to the want of a 
reform in the Parliament; and we 
said that there was no remedy, 
but such reform; that ruin and 
misery must be the lot of the 
country, and that the earnings of 
no man ever could be called his 
own, unless there were a reform 
of the Parliament. These were 
the doctrines which I proclaimed, 
and which you, my friends, the 
“ Weaver-Boys,” acted upon, in 
1817. 

Corrvrtion took the alarm; 
her sons and daughters became 
infuriated at the prospect of seeing 
the labourer keep his dinner to 
himself, and at the prospect of 
seeing the weaver and the me- 
chanic, wearing a good coat, and 
sitting down ‘to a joint of meat. 
Corruption grew furious, and her 
myrmidons were upon the alert in 
every part of the country; the 
miscreants, at her command, 
hatched plots and conspiracies 
all about the country; the hell- 
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hounds appeared to thirst for the 
people’s blood. In no part of the 
kingdom were the corrupt and 
tyrannical in greater force than at 
Manchester; Manchester, never 
last in any thing that is cruel or 
foolish ; that is to say, as far as 
relates to the conduct of the ene- 
mies of reform. But, my friends, 
there is a God above; and that 
God is just. He spares the base, 
the cruel, the hypocritical, for a 
while; but he punishes them in 
the end. He generally, too, is 
pleased to inflict on them the most 
appropriate punishment. He ge- 
nerally inakes them fall into their 
own pit; but never, in this world, 
were malignant wretches more 
justly, more appropriately punish- 


ed, than the “Order of the Pig- 


tail,” at Manchester, now are. 
1 intend to give them some good 
advice, before I have done; buf, 
they do not merit it at my hands : 
if 1 were to do what strict justice 
would warrant, I should now give 
myself up to laughter. I will not 
be hypocrite enough to say that E 
behold their ruin with any degree 
of sorrow : I will not be hypocrite 
enough to say this; but, they are 
down; the ruffians are done for; 
and, without much caring whether 
they follow my advice or not; in- 
deed, without caring any thing aft 
all about the matter, I shall offer 
them my advice, before I have 
concluded this Letter. 

The main object of my Letter, 
however, is to take revenge, for 
niyself, as well as for you, on this 
insolent, this ruffian-like, this sa<« 
vage order of the Pig-tail, who 
exulted in’ the deeds of the sir- 
teenth of August; who chuckled 
at the Oldham Inquest; and who 
applauded the Grand Jury, of 
which Lord Sranvey was the fore- 
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man. The. main object of this 
Letter is, first, to put upon record, 
‘or, rather, to revive the record of 
their deeds, in 1817, when they 
began their base calumnies on the 
reformers. Having fairly revived 
this, their infamous conduct to- 
wards us; I shall next advert to 
what their own infamous news- 
papers now say of THEIR OWN 
SITUATION ; and, when I have 
done that, I shall point out to 
them, what they now ought to do. 
I have observed above, that, in 
1817, there were a milliow and a 
half of us, who had signed peti- 
tions, for a reform of the Parlia- 
ment; and that, in our petitions, 
we stated, that it was the want of 
reform that occasioned the distress 
that then existed; that such dis- 
tress must continue to arise, until 
there should be a reform; and 
that, in the end, universal ruin and 
misery would prevail, unless this 
reform were adopted, Corrup- 
tion, as I said before, took the 
alarm, and her partisans were no 
where more active than at the hell- 
hole, Manchester. The theatre, 
the bloody theatre of the sixteenth 
of August! At this place, sur- 
passing all others in execrable 
cruelty, and still more execrable 
hypocrisy and lying, a ‘“ DE- 
CLARATION,” as the ruffians 
called it, was hatched up, as a 
sort of prelude to the green bags, 
of CastLereacn, and the Power- 
of-Imprisonment Bill, of Sip- 
mourn. Whether this “ Declara- 
tion,” were the work of the fellows 
themselves, or were sent to them 
cut and dry, I cannot say, nor 
does it signify a straw. They is- 
sued the “Declaration”: it is 
enough for us to know that; and 
I shall insert their Declaration 
here. I took it, at the time, from 








216 


the London Courier newspaper, 
which then was, as it now is, the 


‘|regular supporter of corruption 


and all her works. You will pers 
ceive that the paragraph which 
precedes the Declaration is taken 
from the Courier. This is worth 
observing ; for, it is necessary for 
us to bear in mind how detestably 
malignant these wretches were, at 
the time I am speaking of. The 
vile miscreants knew well that we 
had reason on our side, as well as 
strict justice. They knew, as well 
as I, that a Parliamentary Re- 
foria was absolutely necessary to 
the people at large; but these 
miscreants hoped to profit, by the 
misery of the nation at large; they 
thought they could be tyrants for 
life, and have slaves, whose sweat 
and blood were continually to 
contribute to their wealth. Oh 
God! Thou art just! Thou hast 
now pulled the tyrants down! 
And now, Cotton Tyrants, read 
your own Declaration of 1817, 
and complain, if you can; com- 
plain, if you can find the con- 
science to complain, of any pu- 
nishment, any ruin, that may fall 
upon you. Read, towards the close 
of the first paragraph of your 
base “ Declaration”; read there, 
that you deemed it guilt in us; 
read there, you base caitiffs, that 
you accused us of crime, and 
marked us out for vengeance; 
marked us out for military slash- 
ing, because we ascribed the dis- 
tresses of the country to the Go- 
vernment! What do YOU do 
now then? And how shall you 
be treated, if we find you ascrib- 
ing the present distress to the Go- 
vernment ? a 

Now, my friends, “ Weaver- 
Boys,” let us have the Declara- 
tion of the order of the Pig-Tail, 
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issued against us Reformers, in the 
month of January, 1817. Pray 


read it with attention; pray pay |: 


attention to every part of it; but 
especially to that part, in. which 
they called us criminals, because 
we ascribed the distresses of the 
country, to the Government. 





A meeting took place, on Monday 
last, (13th January, 1817) at Man- 
chester, attended by the most respect- 
able inhabitants of that town, Salford, 
and their neighbourhood—the Bo- 
roughreeve in the chair. Several Re- 
solutions were passed with entire 
unanimity, and the following De- 
claration agreed to, which CANNOT 
BE TOO HIGHLY APPLAUDED, 
and which we trust will be adopted 
uy all other towns:—Courter, 18th 

anuary, 1817. 


DECLARATION. 


1. We, the undersigned Magis- 
trates for the Division of Manches- 
ter, the Koroughreeves and Constables 
of Manchester and Salford, and other 
inhabitants of these towns and their 
neighbourhood, being at all times 
fully sensible of the many blessings 
of the Constitution, under which we 
live, feel ourselves called upon at this 
moment to express our firm attach- 
ment to its laws, as well as our utter 
detestation of those mischievous at- 
tempts which are now pursued with 
incessant diligence and ardour, to 
excite a general spirit of disaffection. 
We especially deprecate the circula- 
tion of sedi/ious (racts and the aduption 
of inflammatory speeches, to produce 
AN IMPRESSION AMONGST 
THE LABOURING CLASSES, 
THAT THE PRESENT DIS- 
TRESSES AND PRIVATIONS 
ARE ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE 
CORRUPTION AND MISCON- 
DUCT OF GOVERNMENT, and 
may be removed by a system of re- 
presentation, embracing almost uni- 
versal suffrage, annual Parliaments, 
the unqualified exclusion of all per- 





sons, deriving emolument from the 
public, and consequently of His Ma- 
jesty’s Ministers, 

2. The numerous meetings’ held 
for these purposes, both publicly and 
secretly, the organized system of com- 


mitlees, delegates, and missionaries,’ 


the contributions levied, particularly 
for dissemimating pamphlets, calcu- 
lated to mislead and irritate the pub- 
lic mind, the indecorous anu highly 


unconstitutional reflections upon the’ 


exalted Personage now exercising the 
regal authority, the marked dispa- 
ragement of ihe most extensive cha- 
ritable relief in seasons of unavoid- 
able pressure, the language of inti- 
midation, not merely hinted, but 
plainly expressed, the appointment 
of popular assemblies in various 
parts of the kingdom on one and 
the same day, after the meeting of 
Parliament, and the previous assem- 
bling of deputies-in London ; all these 
circumstances afford strong mani- 
festation of meditated disordex and 
tumult, and bear no analogy what- 
ever to the fair and legitimate exer- 
cise of tltat constitutional liberty, 
which is emphatically the birth-right 
and security of Englishmen. 

S. With these decided sentiments 
it is our duty to unite in supporting 
the laws and constitution against 
those wicked efforts, which we are 
convinced must be regarded with 
equal abhorrence by the great ma- 
jority of His Majesty’s subjects in 
every class and condition of society. 
We, therefore, severally PLEDGE 
ourselves to coutribute, by the most 
effectual means our situations may 
allow, to the maintenance of the peace 
and tranquillity of these towns and 
their neighbourhood, from the unlaw- 
ful and NEFARIOUS designs of 
those who are SEEKING TO IN- 
VOLVE US IN RLOT AND CON- 
FUSION ; and we earnestly solicit 
the co-operation of all friends of 
SOCIAL ORDER and good govern- 
ment, 


There then, my friends, is the 
Declaration of these fellows! 
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There is their attempt to cause us, 
the reformers, to be driven out of 
the country, or to be put in chains 
or in dungeons. Soon after they 
issued out this declaration, the 
Power-of-Imprisonment Bill was 
passed, and Sipmoura crammed 
the dungeons. How many victims, 
Good God! suffered under those 
terrible laws, of which this base 
and lying “* Declaration” was the 
chief fore-runner! The Decla- 
ration of the scoundrel Merchants 
and Bankers of Lonton was not 
issued until nineteen days after 
the Declaration from the hell-hole, 
Manchester. The former was in 
imitation of the latter: both equally 
false, and equally deserving of 
God's judgments. The fellows who 
drew up and signed these Decla- 
rations, knew that they were up- 
holding oppression and corrup- 
tion; they knew that they were 
upholding that which was_ the 
cause of infinite suffering to the 
yoor; they knew that; but, they 
awl to fatten themselves, while 
the poor starved. They knew, as 
well as anybody, that the re- 
formers were sincere; they knew 
that they did not want to overtarn 
the Government; nobody knew 
this better than thev; and yet, 
they could coolly and deliberately 
take part in putting forth lies and 
false alarms, for the deliberate 
purpose of paving the way for 
measures that would take away 
our lives, or shut us up in dun- 
geons. When I think of these 
things, I can‘hardly retrain from 


wishing to see the whole group lie. 


before me, with horse-flesh or 
draff, half chewed in their mouths. 

However, vengeance does not 
belong to man. Vengeance be- 
longs to God; and, let any of 
the mongrel deistical, Unitarian, 
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Quaker, or other unbaptized and 
half-godless ‘‘ poor deluded ” crea- 
tures ; nay, let even the beastly 
atheist Canriite, whose writings 
the Wuics now circulate against 
me; let them read the following 
paragraphs from the Cotton Lords’ 
“ Gazette,” published at Man- 
chester, on the 15th of this month; 
let them read these paragraphs ; 
and deny, if they can, that there 
is a God, and a God of justice, 
too! Let them, like the Devils, 
read and tremble: and, as you 
read, my friends, as you reformers 
read, pray bear in mind all the 
way, the conduct of these Cotton 
Lords, in 1817. And, above all 
things, bear in mind, that these 
tools of corruption, these cruel 
tyrants, wished to have us put in 
dungeons; harassed, chained, 
dragged from gaol to gaol; put 
out of existence this way, or sa- 
bred or trampled to death, because 
we wanted a REFORM OF THE 
PARLIAMENT ; because we as- 
cribed the distresses of the country 
to the misconduct of the Govern- 
ment; recollect this; bear this 
constantly in mind, while you are 
reading the following descriptions 
of the present suffering of these 
same men. The judgment of God 
i has fallen upon them; the cup of 
poison, which they had prepared 
for us, is now returning to their 
own lips; the mischier which they 
had invented for us, is now falling 
on their own pates; into the pit 
which they dug for us, they are 
now themselves falling. The fol- 
lowing is the description of their 
situation, which description is 
taken from the Mancuesrer Ga- 
zerre, their old sanguinary sup- 
porter; their loyal and bloody- 
minded newspaper ; this descrip- 
tion of their present state, is taken 
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from that their own newspaper, of 
the 15th of this month of July, in 
three paragraphs, as follows : 


1. The alteration in the vlue of 
money (says the Manchester Ga- 
zette of Saturday), occasions a fall 
of prices; and the weaver who earned 
nine shillings a week is glad to earn 
six. With the nine shillings he 
could have obtained food equal in 
value to a quarter of wheat; but he 
finds, that as home-grown corn is 
scarce, and foreign is excluded from 
our markets, the alteration of the 
value of the currency, which has 
lowered ‘his wages, has not lowered 
its price, so that he obtains for his 


week’s wages not to the value of a 


quarter of wheat, but only to the | 


value of two-thirds of a quarter. 
The manufacturer could sell the piece 
of shirting which the weaver has 
produced, to a foreign merchant, but 
unfortunately, the latter has nothing 
to give in exchange for it but corn, 
which the laws will not allow the former 
to receive. The piece of shirting 
remaiis on hand; the manufacturer 
is-disappointed of his profits, and his 
money is locked up in unsaleabie 
goods ; and the weaver is disinissed, 
to starve, or to exist in a Stale not 
much removed from starvation, en 
a scanty allowance from the almost 
exhausted parish funds. In_ the 
mean time, the wheat which would 
have been eachanged for the surplus 
stock of the manutacturer, and would 
have enabled him to keep the weaver 
in employment, and which, thrown 
into conipetition with that which is 
raised in this country, would have 
enabled both the manufacturer and 
the weaver to have procured food at 
prices proportionate to their means ; 
—that wheat is not allowed to be 
wasted. If we refuse to receive it, 
it is employed in rewarding the la- 
bour of a weaver in the land where 
it is grown. Manufactures are 
thereby encouraged; the State soon 
thinks it worth while to protect them 
by imposing heavy duties on our 
goods, and ultimately our refusal to 
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receive it is rewarded by that State 
becoming altogether independent of 
supplies of goods from this country. 
2. Can then our manufacturers 
and those whom they employ, look 
on in sullen apathy while those exe- 
crable luws are at vnce raising the 
price of food, and limiting the num- 
ber of their customers, und encou- 
raging the growth of rival manufac- 
tures In other lands? Will they con- 
tentedly allow the resumption of 
cash payments to bear exclusively 
on them, while the landed interest 
touch not the heavy burthens with the 
tip of their litile finger? Itis ridicu- 
|lous to expect that they will tamely 
| submit to ruin and starvation while 
| the remedy is obvious. It is ridicu- 
lous to suppose, that while means 
lexist of giving a stimulus to their 
trade, and checking the growth of 
| infant manufactures in other lands, 
and obtaining fvod at reasonable 
prices, they will submit to ruin and 
starvation. Hunger, even when not 
unjustly cased, will break through 
stone walls; then how much more 
energetic will it be, when it is occa- 
sioned by laws which are at variance 
with every principle of policy and jus- 
tice, and every feeling of humanity? 
At the risk of being accused of ex- 
citing the commotions which God 
knows our greatest desire is to re= 
press; at the risk of this accusation : 
—for duty must be performed— 
WE DECLARE It TO BE OUR 
CONFIRMED AND SETTLED 
CONVICTION, THAT UNLESS 
THE CORN LAWS ARE RE- 
PEALED, AND THAT AT NO 
DISTANT PERIOD, THE POOR 
WILLTAKE THE FOOD WHICH 
THEY CANNOT BY OTHER 
MEANS OBTAIN. IT IS USE- 
LESS TO BLINK THE QUES- 
TION, THE PEOPLE OF ENG- 
LAND WILL NOT STARVE, 
Are there not, we ask, to be seen, 
the not obscure tokens of that ter- 
rible convulsion at which the lofty- 
minded and firm-nerved Lord Grey, 
could not glance, without something 
like expressions of horror? Go where 
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you will, ‘enter into what promis- 
cuous company you may, you are 
every where met with the all-em- 
ploying inquiries, what is tobe done? 
—how long are things to go on at 
this rate? And it is high time that 
these questions should be taken up 
by our tewnsmen, not as individuals 
merely, but as a body. Is a town 
like this to go to ruin in silence? Are 
the enterprising manufacturers and 
merchants, who have so often been 
the theme of ministerial and par/ia- 
mentary eulogium, to see themselves 
sinking, day after day, the victims, 
as they nearly all, Whig or ‘Tory, 
admit, of the measures of Government ; 
and are they to go from their pulace- 
like mavsions almost to the work- 
house, In unrepining, unremonstrating 
submission? Above all, are they to 
see themselves surrounded with an 
immense population, from whom no- 
thing but CHEAP BREAD and 
LOW ‘TAXES can avert all the 
thousand hurrors and crimes which 
wait upon starvation, and not make 
an effurt to turn the current which ts 
hurrying this mighty mass to that 
destruction which will mvolve the 
great and small, the rich und poor, 
together / 


There, my boys! That is their 
dismal story; and pray mind, 
how bold, how spirited, their mi- 
series have made them. What! 
are they, then, going from their 
** Palace-likhe Mansions” to the 
Workhouse? Indeed! Why 
they told us that they enjoyed 
* many blessings” under the state 
of things that we wanted to change: 
many blessings they said they en- 
joyed under it; and they wanted 
us to be dungeoned and chained, 
and hanged and chopped to pieces, 
because we ascribed the distresses 
of the people to the Government! 
Their Gazette now tells us, that 
they, whether Whig or Tory, cali 
themselves the ‘‘ victims of the 
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measures of Government.” I say 
they are, too; and so | told them 
in my first speech at Preston ; - 
but the haughty vagabonds at 
Preston” united against me; re- 
turned like a dog to his vomit; 
punished their poor weavers and 
spiuners, because they voted for 
me; were guilty of misdemeanor 
in the legal sense, and of tyranny 
in the moral sense, in order to de~ 
prive the country of the use of 
those talents and of that know- 
ledge, the application of which, 
even in the next Session of Par- 
liament, might have saved them- 
selves. 

Oh! the whining, crying, baf- 
fled tyrants! What! Have they 
not enough to*save them! Have 
they not the * BonouGuReEvVE anD 
Constasies ”; the famous ** Bo- 
ROUGHREEVE AND ConsTABLEs,” 
those * watchful keepers of the 
peace,” as they call it? What! 
‘Go from their palace-like man- 
sions to the workhouse,’ while 
they have Lavenper and Grin- 
sHAW to protect them! God save 
us! Cannot the venerable Gaim- 
suaw and illustrious LavenpER 
save the Cotton Lords and Ladies 
trom the workhouse? Where, 
then, let me ask, and indignantly 
{ ask the question, where 1s Hun- 
ron of Hulton, Parson Hay, Bol- 
ton Frercner, and the Com- 
mander and commanded of the 
Manchester Yeomanry Cavalry, 
of the 16th of August, 1819? 
What! Cannot all these put. to- 
yether, and joined by Parson 
Wuirrager, of Blackburn, keep 
these delicate persons from the 
workhouse! Well, then, if it be 
come to this, their state is melan- 
choly, indeed. But, I return to. 
the charge: 1 cannot give it up 


for the soul of me. What, again 
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Isay, cannot the “ authorities ;” 


the thundering “ authorities” of 


Manchester, of the Heil Hole, 
cannot they save these Lords and 
Ladies, these Lady Janes of the 
spindle ; these Lord Charleses of 
the loom; cannot they, . cannot 
the big *‘ authorities,” that these 
Cotton Nobility have so often em- 
ployed against.us Reformers; 
cannot, these ‘ authorities’’ save 
the noble race from the work- 
house ! 

In the third of the above para- 
graphs, this infamous Manchester 
newspaper observes, that the Man- 
chester nobility have ‘* often been 
‘“the, theme of Ministerial and 
‘“« Parliamentary eulogium.” Yes, 
the vagabonds, they lave; they 
have been the,theme of the eulo- 
gium of the Ministers and the Par- 
liament, and never so loudly were 
they praised by the Ministers and 
the Parliament, as they were, 
when they chopped down poor and 
unarmed men, women, and chil- 
dren, on the 16th August, 1819! 
And, God Almighty, how just art 
thou! Let the halt-godless Uni- 
tarians, who circulated Carlile’s 
blasphemies at Preston, (first cut- 
ting off his name, however,) let 
these, half Jews and half Chris- 
tians, look at the scene now belore 
us. Here are these Manchester 
tyrants, at the very moment that 
they are boasting of the praises 
bestowed upon them for their 
hellish deeds, complaining of the 
sufferings inflicted on them by 
those who thus praisethem! 4{ this 
be not signal justice, never was 
there signal justice in this world. 
The very same-men that praised 
them for their deeds of the six- 
teenth of August, are now punish- 
ing them; and, what is more, 
while they are complaining of the 
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present punishment, they remind 
ats of the former praise. They, 
cowplain of their suTerings, and, 
by iueir folly, show the world that 
they deserve them. 

They can now ask, ‘ What is 
‘*40 be done? What is to be 
‘* done ? How long are we to suf- 
“fer? Shall we suffer without 
‘ repining ? shall we suffer in gi- 
“lence? shall we go down with- 
‘‘ out remonstrating ? shall not 


the bread be made cheaper ?> 


“shall not the taxes be made: 
“ lower?” We asked these ques- 
tions in 1817 and 1819, and these 
very men called for dungeons 
and chains, and axes and halters 
for us; and .they were thanked 
for chopping us down, and trame 
pling us under foot. 

But, let ws see what their com- 
plaint against the Government’ 
amounts to. Their complaint, or’ 
rather their complaints, are these : ° 
that the Government, by raising’ 
the value of money, has caused a’ 
fail of prices of guods, that, by 
keeping a Corn Bill in force, it 
does not suffer food to» fall in 
price, in Proper to the fall ims 
goods ; that, by preventing corn: 
trom being brought in, it. takes, 
away the means of foreigners from: 
buying our goods; that, thus the 
manufacturing people are ruined; 
that they are thus sacrificed for 
the sole benefit of the owners of 
the land. Now, Cotton ‘Lords, 
this is ad/ true; but it is not ¢ruer. 
than were our allegations against 
the Government in 1817 and 
1819... You say, my Lords, (who. 
are just going to the workhouse), 
that these laws, about the corny 
are at “ variance with every prin= 
ciple of policy and justice, and 
every feeling of humanity.” All 
true, my Lords. geoneny word of it, 
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true; but, when in another place, | single straw, whether yeu take 
you call these “ execrable laws,’!my advice or not; whether your 
Lam not bold enough to follow| sufferings end in three months 
you; seeing that that Parliament, |time, or last for seven years. 
under which you enjoyed so; Snakes, adders, toads, snails, 
‘‘ many blessings,” might lay me | slugs, earwigs, any beast or rep- 
by the heels, in the first place ;|tile is as much an object of my 
and, secondly, might banish mej regard as youare. You saw the 
for life. I cannot, like you, call) people chopped down and tram- 
these “ execrable laws ;” but, pied under foot on the 16th of 
with the exception of your si-| August; you saw the perpetra- 
lence with regard to the reduction | tors thanked by Sidmouth; you 
of establishments and of interest|saw Parson Hay get a great liv- 
of debt, I cordially agree with|ing soon after that. If you did 
you, as to this question of corn; | not approve of all this, you were 
though, I must confess, that I am |si/ent under it all. You can now 
almost frightened by the close of|ery out, for yourselves; but not 
your second paragraph, where|even a whisper did you utter for 
you declare, * that, unless the|the injured Reformers. There- 
** corn laws be repealed, and that, | fore, [ have no sort of compassion 
“‘at no distant period, the poor|{or you: I do not care what be- 
“will TAKE THE FOOD,| comes of you, or of your families: 
“which they cannot, by other | there are, doubtless, many excep- 
*“ means, obtain; that it is use-|tions, and [I know of a few; but 
*“ less to blink the question; for|in speaking of you, I must speak 
“* that the people of England will| of the mass ; and that mass has 
“ not starve.” done more to uphold this Minis- 
This is bold work, indeed, my!try, and this Parliament; it has 
Lords! To say that the people|done more than all the rest of the 
will take the food, “ unless the| nation put together in upholding 
corn laws be repealed,” is pretty |them, in the commission of that 
bold. Are you not afraid of La-|series of deeds, which have, at 
venper and Grimsnaw, and of| last, produced the very measures, 
Parsons Hay and Wuarrraken, by which you, this great mass of 

and of Hutron of Hulton, and| rch men, have been ruined. 
Bolton Fiercuer? Do not get} Therefore, again I say, I do 
into a passion, my Lords. Keep)| not care what becomes of you; 
yourselves a little cool: keep, if|but, 1 will tell you what to do, if 
you can, under the eighty-four| you have the spirit to do any 
degrees, Do not cry out too! thing to preserve you from your 
loudly, just yet; for you have | present misery, and your greater 
hardly, as yet, begun to taste of danger. You complain of the 
your sorrows, I said, at the out- Corn Laws; of the “ execrable” 
set of this letter, that 1 would give, Corn Laws. Very well, now; 
you, my Lords of the spindle, a doubtless this is one cause of your 
ittle oesome advice, and I am | ruin; and if the present state of 
-+ — to keep my word. Be- | the currency remain, and these 
Jou proceed further, you will Corn Laws be not removed, one 


observe, that 1 do not care a a your great Hells upon earth, 
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with a thousand windows and fifty /them. 


thousand spindles and a thousand 
looms, will not, in a few years’ 
time, sell for as much as would 
keep any ordinary family from the 
workhouse for life. But, how are 

ou to get rid of the Corn Laws? 
You cannot get rid of them, with- 
out getting-them repealed. And 
how are you to get them repealed 
by the same men that passed 
them ? And who are these men! 


Why, there are two houses of 


them: one is filled with Lords: 
and the other is more, a great 
deal more than half filled, with 
Lords’ sons, brothers, uncles, cou- 
sins, relations and connexions. In 
short, there is the Petition now 
lying before the House of Com- 
mons, presented to it by Lord 
Grey, when he was Mir. Grey, 
which Petition tells the whole 
story. It states that the Lords 
put, at their own pleasure, more 
than a majority: into the Lower 
House ; it states, in short, that one 
was the House of Lords, and the 
other the Lords’ House. They 
might have been called the House 
of Landlords, and the other the 
Landlords’ House. It is non- 
sense ; it is to be a brute beast, to 
suppose that men will not take 
care of themselves. ‘These Land- 
lords have the far greater part of 
the regiments and the ships, and 
the pensions, and the sinecures, 
and the church livings. They and 
their families have pretty nearly 
the whole of these. They cannot 
reduce the interest-of the debt, 
without lopping off these; and, 
therefore, they are for paying the 
interest of the debt, as long as 
they can, or, rather, for making 
the nation pay. it. Yet, to pay 
the interest of the debt without a 


- high price for Corn, would, in 


fact, take their estates away from 


They must, therefore, 
shut foreign Corn out, or laya 
heavy tax upon it. 

All this is very natural.  I¢ 
ruins you ; but whatis that to me, 
if I be a Landlord? It rather 
speek me to see your Cotton 

ordship brought down. Now, 
then, how are you to get rid of 
this scourge ? is not it clear that 
you can get rid of it only by make 
ing a change in the mode of elect- 
ing those who make the laws? 
You endeavoured to hunt us off 
the face of the earth, only because 
we wanted to make such change: 
and now, just God! It is the want 
of this very change that is now 
squeezing you to death! Well, 
then, if you do not mean to be 
treated, by the Ministers and their 
crew, as the “ Honourable” Mr. 
Sranvey was treated at Preston ; 
namely, to be spilten upon, until 
you be as slimy as slugs; if you 
do not mean to deserve treatment 
like this at their hands, you will 
now, at last, before you be quite 
pressed out of existence, come 
forward and join the ‘“* Weaver- 
Boys,” in a Petition for Radical 
Reform. Come out, therefore; 
get the banner from my friends at 
Preston; the Kadical banner; 
under that banner hold a meeting ; 
the news of the Meeting will reach 
Whitehall; and the return post 
will tell you that the Ports are 
open, Only let the Ministers 
hear that the Master Manufactu- 
rers of any one Town in Lan- 
cashire have joined the workmen, 
in a Petition for Parliamentary 
Reform ; let the Ministers hear 
that, and-you are saved, an:| your 
workmen are saved, and the 
Landlords themselves are saved, 
and we are all saved from ruin, 
misery and convulsion, 
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Alas! Far too base are you, I| form which you have endeavour- 


fear, to entertain the thought of! 
such a remedy, though duty to- | 
wards your Country, towards your, 
neigh} urs, towards your work-| 
peuple, towards your families ; | 


ed to prevent by the commission 
of all sorts of cruelties upon the 
labouring people. 

Thus, my friends, ‘“« Weaver- 
Boys,” I have offered these inso- 


though your own safety, your own; lent men my advice ; or, rather, I 


preses vati from the Poor-house, 
points this out to you; your long 
habits of insolent domination over 
your work-people, will restrain 
you from thus pursuing the only 
meuns that can procure your sal- 
vation. 
Indeed, how is justice to be ex- 
ected from you; and what right 
i you to ask for justice, when 
you are so insolently unjust your- 
selves’ What Boroughmonger is 
there who is more unjust than those 
masters of the town of Preston, 
who unblushingly turned off their 
work-people to starve because they 
voted for ne? Men, who could 
do this; who could thus tyrannize 
over the consciences of their work- 
eople ; men, who could thus con- 
on their workmen to the suffer- 
ings of hunger, merely because 
those workmen obeyed the dic- 
tates of their consciences ; men, 
who could thus violate the free- 
dom of election, richly deserve 
ruin, hunger, starvation, the most 
agonizing of sufferings, and the 
most disgraceful of deaths, at 
the hands of Boroughmongers. 
Such detestable tyrants ought not 
to be considered as men, and, at 
any rate, are entitled to no com- 
passion, suffer what they may. 
However, join the Reformers 
you must, or you will get no re- 
dress; you will go on, sinking by 
degrees ; the weak ones will jall 
first ; the strong ones will follow ; 
the whole will come down, first or 
last: and from this fate nothing 
can save you, but that very Re- 








have told them what they must do 
‘o save themselves, without caring 
one straw whether they do it or 
not, In the meanwhile, the cause 


| works steadily on; and we shall 


see the day when we shall have 
ample vengeance on all our ene- 
mies. I believe that no one of 
them will escape punishment of 
some sort. We have seen the de- 
plorable end of a great part of 
those miscreants, the ‘‘ Merchants 
and Bankers of London,” who is- 
sued a declaration against us in 
1817 ; we have seen the Liverpool 
miscreants go off like rotten sheep ; 
and we now see the Cotton Nobi- 


lity beginning to tumble about. 


like empty barrels: if they choose 

to join us in petitioning for Re- 

form, it is well: if not, let them 

perish ; and so say you all, and, 

knowing that you say this, I re- 

main 

Your faithful friend, and 
Most obedient Servant, 

Wm. COBBETT. 





“ ENVY 
AND ADMIRATION.” 





Aut. our tax-eaters tell us that 
our Government is the “ envy of 
surrounding nations, and admita- 
tion of the world.” They do this 
while they have their hands ram- 
med down into our pockets. At 
last, however, some of us‘do seem 
to be staggered at the use of such 
descriptions as this, when we see 


wy nine-tenths of the people are 
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covered with rags; that no small 
_part of them are nearly naked ; 
that in some parts of this glorious- 
ly fine ‘‘ empire” even the women 
go nearly naked, while our infa- 
mous newspapers and the Minis- 
ters.are representing the distress 
of manufacturers as arising from 
an over stock of goods; that more 
than two-thirds of the people in 
England, and more than four-filths 
of them in Ireland, are without a 
“second shirt; that pretty nearly a 
third part of the whole are without 
shoes; that three-fourths of the 
whole are dressed, if at all, in 
rags ; that nine-tenths of them are 
without curtains of any sort; 
without table-cloths, towels, or any 
of those things which contribute to 
cleanliness ; that, in short, com- 
pared with the working people in 
America, or even in France, our 
working people (once the most 
cleanly and best dressed in the 
world,) are now a set of deplora- 
ble ragged beggars; that, while 
this is the case, Tawarres of the 
Morning Herald, and equally wise 
Lord Liverroor are telling us, 
that the distress of our manufac- 
turing people arises from their 
having made too great a quantity 
of goods. No, wise Lord Liver- 
poo., and no, you _ foolish 
Tuwarrss, the distress of the 
manufacturing people does not 
arise from their having made too 
much goods; it arises from the 
people being unable to buy the 
goods ; and this arises from taxa- 
tion and the Corn Bill ; and these 
arise from the want of a Parlia- 
mentary Reform. @ 

The above remarks are intend. 
ed as a sort of preface to an arti- 
cle which I take from the Morning 
Chronicle, and which it has taken, 
it seems, froma New York paper. 


Juny 22, 1826. 
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Pray, reader, look well at it. H 
you feel for your country, as you 
ought to do, you will be enraged 
in reality. But do not cut your 
throats. Leave those to cut their 
throats who have brought us to this 
pass: who have brought proud 
Englishmen down to be objects of 
charity to those that were formerly 
colonists of England. This is be- 
ing the “ envy of surrounding na- 
tions, and the admiration of the 
world,” isit? Insolent tax-eating 
ruffians, how I like to thrust that 
boast up under their noses. But, 
let us hear, now, what the New 
Yorkers say to our miserable’ si- 
tuation. 


The continued and almost unpa- 
ralleled sufferings of a large portion of 
the inhabitants in England, Ireland, 
and Scotland (from causes altogether 
beyond their control), have induced 
several of the most respectable citi- 
zens of, and British subjects in, New 
York and its vicinity, to call a meet- 
ing of those who may feel interested 
in their behalf, to devise some means, 
or adopt some measures, for their ree 
lief, and, if practicable, to rescue them 
fiom poverty and starvation.—A pub- 
lic meeting will, therefore, be held 
on Monday next, at six o'clock, p.m. 
at. Washington-Hall, to take this 
subject into consideration. — All 
those who feel interested in thé@ause 
of suffering humanity are respect- 
fully invited to attend. One of our 
public journals, after relating some 
of the heart-rending scenes of dis- 
tress among our fvliow-men beyond 
the Atlantic, thus remarks :—*“ Now 
is the time for the citizens of these 
United States to manifest their bene- 
volence and charity towards our suf- 
fering, starving fellow-menin England. 
Our country is literally. overflowing 
with provisions of various kinds, es- 
pecially flour and we hav hundreds 
of ships ready to transportthese pro - 
visions. Why not, then start sub- 
scriptions, or devise some means to 
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relieve the distresses of those people ? 
Such conduct would make the wi- 
dow’s and the orphan’s heart to sing 
for joy, and perhaps save thousands 
from starvation, and bring down the 
blessings of heaven on our land.”— 
The vivid descriptions givea in the 
English Papers, of the distress which 
prevails among the manufacturing 
classes, has excited much sympathy 
on this side the water; and the Jast 
Mercantile Advertiser announces the 
intention of several benevolent inha- 
bitants of New York to send a cargo 
of flour te England, as an American 
contribution for the relief of the dis- 
dressed labourers. 


In flour. The Yankees are 
going to make us a present of 
some flour, The Yankees are 
very kind, but they do not seem 
to he aware that our Laws, our 
Landlords’ laws, would prevent 
the flour from being landed, even 
if it came. This would be a 
pretty dilemma. We have laws 
to heejr corn and flour out of the 
country, and the New Yorkers 
are subscribing Jo send flour to 
save us from starvation. If we 
be notthe ‘* Envy of surrounding | 
Nations, and the Admiration of| 
the World,” it is strange indeed ! | 
Here we are; a_ considerable 
portpn of the people absolutely 
destitute of a sufficiency of food ; 
there is the Continent of Europe 
ready to send us an abundance of | 
food at a very cheap rate, and to | 
take our goods in return, and 
there stand our Landlord rulers 
with a Law to prevent us from 
having the cheap Corn; there 
are the Yankees subscribing to 
send flour to prevent us {rom | 
Starving; and here stand- our 
Landlord rulers with a Law to 
prevent us from receiving the 
flour, even as a present, lest the 
receiving of it should make their 
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Corn lower priced than it now is. 
That is our state ; thatis the state 
to which we have been brought, 
by the Cannines, the Jenxin- 
sons, and the Husxissons, and 
by their predecessors, up to Prrr, 
inclusive ; and it must be contes- 
sed that even this state is too good 
for those who have, with their 
eyes open, supported these men 
and their syatdin. 





SCOTCH BANKS. 


It is curious enough that, just 
as the Bank of England is begin- 
ning to send forth their Branch 
Banks upon the ‘ Scots plon, 
mon,” the ‘ Scots plon, mon,” 
seems to be ganging to the devil. 





|The following is an account of 
'* something having happened to 


the Stirling Bank.” Do go 
through it, reader, if you can, 
without laughing. Look at the 
close of the article, in’ particular. 


|Itis only a suspension of pay- 


ments, you will perceive. Oh! 


| Bless me, no! Nothing more! 


There is only a little time wanted 
for arrangements, for the paying 
of the debts. Not BROKE, 
then. What! Mon! Moot awa, 


mon! I hope you dunna thank 
that a Scots Bonk can brak! oh! 


Lord no! Pon my soul I never 


|suspected any such thing! How 
| could I, after what Doctors Buack 


and’) Maccuntocn had so many 
dozen of times sworn upon the 
subject. You must take my news, 


however, as I find it; and here it 


is. 


Stirling Bank.—It is with no or- 
dinary feelings of regret we find it 
announced in this day’s paper, that 
the Stirling Banking Company, after 
carrying on business most respect- 
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ably and liberally for nearly half a 
century, are, for the present, obliged 
to suspend their payments, except with 
regard tu their notes in circulation, 
which the Bank’s Agents of Edin- 
burgh have agreed to retire, so as to 
give the Company time to enter into 
arrangements for the discharge of their 
other engagements. We perceive the 
agents of the Bank of Scotland and 
Commercial Bank, in Stirling, will 
continue to receivathe notes as for- 
merly. A suspension of business, 
for any period, in a concern of such 
respectability and: long standing, 
cannot fail to be attended with serious 
inconvenience to this district, where, 
we hesitate not to say, much of the 
improvement and prosperity of the 
country, as well as individual success 
in life, may be attributed, in no small 
degree, to the liberality and facility 
with which this establishment has 
all along been conducted.—Stirling 
Journal. 


Seriously, though, my good 
friends at Glasgow and Paisley, 
and througbout Scotland, if you 
have any notes of any description, 
turn them into gold as quickly as 
possible. Look at the manufac- 
turing districts; luok at the Hell 
Hole, Manchester: look at the 
bankrupt state of Liverpool and 
London; read the accounts of the 
movements of troops and ammu- 
nition ; look at all this, and only 
think, if yon were to hear some 
morning that the present little ar- 
maments in and about Manches- 
ter were swelled up to fifty thou- 
sand men, think how much a 
bank note would be worth by the 
evening of that day. The South 
American bubble has bursted ; 
every thing seems to be coming 
down to a state of reality; and 
in a state of reality, the paper 
money cannot live. All who have 
Bank notes ought to be constantly 
on the.watch, as long. as those 





notes are in their pockets. No- 
thing that is in paper would be 
worth one farthing, if there were 
to be a considerable rising in the 
heart of the country. And, what 
to think about such risings we 
must gather from what we hear 
from the North. I am always 
very much given to suspect, the 
accounts relative to risings of the 
people, if those accounts come 
from the Hell Hole, Mancliester. 
The brutal scoundrel who knock- 
ed the people about with a stick, 
when they were perfectly quiet 
and only waiting to see me, would 
be a pretty fellow to believe when 
he talked about a rising of the 
people. When I hear accusa- 
tions of this sort against the. peo- 
ple of that country, I always sus- 
pect that there are spies and mis- 
creants at work, that want an ex- 
cuse four murdering the people, 
If, however, the accounts which 
reach us from that quarter be 
true, there are meetings of the 
people, and. ggen who exhort 
others to take "tp arms. Be this 
as it may, the following notice 
has been published at Manches- 
ter :— 
PUBLIC NOTICE. 

We, the undersigned Magistrates 
for the county of Lancaster, have 
observed with great.regret that cer- 
tain evil-disposed persons, sirangers 
in Manchester, have, within the last 
few days, been endeavouring to ex- 
cite the peaceable and well-disposed 
inhabitants, by inflammatory lan- 
guage and addresses, to acts of out- 
rage and insubordination; and in 
furtherance of their wicked object, 
have given notice of public meeungs 
to be held in the evenings of several 
days in the present week, at which 
such strangers have been the princi- 

al speakers, and the meetings have 
een protracted to late hours of the 


night; 
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Now, we do hereby declare our} it into Gold, as soon as they can; 
opinion, that all such meetings ure | most people expect a dreadful 
Newal as having a manifest and | erash before Christmas. I think 
direct tendency to a beach of the it jg likely enough, though, it al- 


peace, which it is our duty t PT9-| ways will come like a thief in the 
tect. ‘night. Therefore, again I say, 


We therefore caution all persons ‘get gold, and keep gold. 
not to attend any such mectings, | ~ 


nor in any respect to be induced, 
by the wicked and mischievous, to | 
engage in proceedings which must 





bring upon them all the conse- 4 
a attending such illegal con-| 
duct. | THE 


Given under our hands this 15th POOR MAN’S FRIEND. 
July, 1826. 
: J. NORRIS. 





J. SILVESTER. ae 
JAS. BRIERLEY. 
J. HIBBERT. I snatt soon have for sale, at 
J, POSTER. my shop, No. 183, Fleet-street, 
e firs “a little Work 
New Bailey Court House. the first Number of a little Work, 


under the above title. 1 intend it 
to contain about six Numbers, at 
I cannot help laughing at this} 7wo-pence a Number, to be pub- 
doctrine about tendency to a)lished Monthly, I intend it to be 
breach of the peace. TEN- | the Companion of the Working 
DENCY to a breach of the} Classes, giving them useful In- 
Peace. This is the Manchester) rormation and apvice, adapted 
doctrine invented #¥ Parson Hay. | to their present difficult situation ; 
These fellows talk of ‘* owfrage|and especially | intend it asthe 
and insubordination,” and they | means of teaching them how To 
always seem to think that this | avoip suFFERING FROM HUNGER! 
* insubordination,” as they call) | intend to explain clearly to them 
it, is worse than eutrage. ‘“‘ In-| their rights and their duties.— 
subordination’ is a_ military | Applications from the countr 
phrase, the law knows nothing | should be made without delay. 
of insubordination ; and, indeed, 1 shall give one copy of each 
Manchester knows very little| Number to every working family 
about law: ih the meanwhile in Preston, as a mark of8ny grae 
there does appear to have been /titude for theirgreat kindness to- 
Meetings of men armed, or pretty | wards me, and also as a mark of 
nearly armed; and there appears my admiration of their sense and 
besides, as we have seen above, their public spirit—The First 
no very anxious desire, in the for- Number will be published on the 
merly Aristocratic newspapers, to| First of August, and the other 
prevent it; that is to say, to pre- | Numbers on the First of ever 
vent risings of any sort. There- | succeeding Month. Six Acts wi 


fore, let those who have any thing | not let me publish in the middle of 
that they can tarn into Gold, turn |a Month. 
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NEWSPAPER LIES. 





A more infamous part has sel- 
dom been acted by newspaper 
fellows than that acted by the 
Morning Herald ‘fellow who re- 
ported from Preston, or by the 
Proprietor, Tawarres. Numer- 
ous instances of this might be men- 
tioned; but I shall here confine 
myself to one; namely, the vile 
and wilful and atrocious slander 
on Mr. Marsu. This gentleman 
published an answer in the Pres- 
ton Curonicie, which, though 
much longer than this vile news- 
paper was worthy of, I shall insert 
here. 


To the Editor of the Preston 
Chronicle. 


‘Mr. Eprtor.—lIn the letter I ad- 
dressed to you last week, I promised 
to enter more fully into a vindication 
of my character from the false, base, 
and calumnious attacksvf the Morn- 


ing Herald and Globe newspapers of 


the 24th June. Since then many 
worthy and respected friends have 
anticipated my intentions ; and have 
addressed me in terms so creditable 
to my character, as greatly to sur- 
pass my utmost expectations, No 
language can express my grateful 
feelings towards all those, who have 
so generously come forward in my 
defence on this occasion. I send 
you the original addresses, and re- 
quest your insertion of such as your 
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it originated with the gentlemeny 
and is signed by eight most res 
spectable gentlemen and fourteen 
clergymen. The second is from the 
Preston Charitable Society, at @ 
meeting held July ¢d, 1826. The 
third is from the Preston Catholic 
Beneficent Society, composed of 
about 240, at a meeting held July 
3d, 1826. The fourth is trom a Ca- 
tholic Friendly Society, consisting of 
347 members, at their annual meets 
ing, held atthe Shuttleworth’s Arins, 
Broughton Four-lane-ends, near New 
Hoyse Chapel, on the 4th of July, 
1826. This address was signed by 
the President, Vice-President, Trea- 
surer, Stewards, and Secretary, in 
behalf of the Society; and by ten 
Catholic Clergymen, who attended 
the meeting. 

Alter the perusal of these docu. 
ments, | hope.no impartial or liberal 
mind can entertain: the slightest 
doubt of the utter falsehood of the 
statements in the Morning Herald 
and Globe newspapers, that “ Mr 
Marsh is a retived Priest, whose 
company is declined ly his own 
brethren,” or, in other words, that T 
am a suspended Priest, a disgrace to 
my cloth and a ‘Scandal to my profes~ 
swn. The falsehood of the above 
statement as to my character being 
thus established, justice to my friends: 
obliges me to notice another equally 
false assertion, “that Mr. Marsh at-’ 
tempted to address the Mayor.” © I’ 
hereby most solemnly and mest po- 
sitively declare, and would affirm it 
on my oath in a court of justice, 
were | called upon, and were it ne- 
cessary, that so far from attempting» 
to address the Mayoron thatoccasion, . 
1 never even. entertained the most 
distant idea of such an attempt, nor 
had I the least wish or desire of ad- 
dressing the Mayor. In order to 
confitm this a$sertion it will be ne- 
cessary to state the circumstances 
which took place on that occasion. 
After the bustle and confusion caused 


columns will admit. The first is| by the bludgeon men breaking into: 


from the Catholic gentlemen and 
clergy residing in my neighbourhood; 


Mr. Stanley's tally box, one mar ap- 


peared in front of the hustings with. 
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his head and face besmeared with) that I had not been on the hustings 
blood. He flourished his bludgeon | since Monday, this being Thursday. 
in defiance, and at length disappear-| After some conversation with Capt. 
ed, At this time, Mr. Birchall, De- | Colquitt, [ left the Hustings. At the 
puty Clerk of the Peace, and one of | same time two gentlemen withdrew, 
Capt Barrie’s law agents, addressed | whom I had observed near me all the 
me in the following terms —Mr. B. morning, but with whom I was not 
‘1 appeal to you Mr. Marsh, as a/ inthe least acquainted. As we passed 
respectable geutieman, what was) the front of the Exchange, one of 
the colour of that man’s staff?”! them thus addressed me, “ Really, 
Mr. M. —“ 1 did not observe the |“ Sir, 1 never heard such a shameful 
colour, Sir.” Mr. B.— Did not | “ and unprovoked attack on any gen- 
observe, the coloer, astonishing!” | “ tleman, as the Mayor bas made on 
Mr. M.—* I really cid not, Mr. | « you to-day I am astonished you 
Birchall : [ was so shocked with the | did not make a reply.” I an- 
appearance of the man’s head and | swered that I considered silence the 
face covered with blood, that I paid | must prudent on that occasion, but 
no attention to the staff or its co-| that I intended to take some other 
lour.” Mr. Birchall then withdrew opportunity for reply. 

to the other end of Capt. Barrie’s| Tlaving candidly stated the above 
box, and as I thought, seemed to | facts, 1 shall make a few remarks on 
question my veracity. Anxious to the intemperate and hasty assertions : 
remove so unfavourable and false an | of the Mayor, who stated that my 

impression from Mr. Birchall’s mind, | attendance at the hustings was-for 

1 leaned over the bar that separated the purpose of creating confusion ; 

Mr. Cobbett’s from Capt. Burrie’s| that I was a disgrace to my profes- 

box ; and was stating to Mr. Birchall, | sionfand that he believed many of: 
who I rather think did not hear me, | my friends admitted it, As to my- 
as he was at the other end of Capt. | attendance at the bustings, with the 

Barrje’s box, that if I saw the man | exception of three days, the first, the 
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again | woukl take notice of the co-| 


lour of his staff, afid give him the 
desired information, 
the above to Mr. Birchall, one of the 


W hilst stating | occasion not five minutes. 


third, and the twelfth, I never re- 
mained there above an hour; on one 


On many 
days I never.appeared at the hustings, 
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bailiffs thus addressed ime: “ Are} as 1 had heard that the attendance 
you a townsman?”—“No, Sir,”| ot Catholic Priests in Mr. Cobbett’s 
“ Are you an elector?” —* No, Sir,” | box was particularly anncyiag to the 
“ Then you have no business here!” | Mayor. Un Wednesday, the 21st of 
On this wise and impartial announce-| June, the eleventh day of the elec- 
ment of the law of election by the! tion, [ was in Preston, but net at the 
Bailiff, the people exclaimed, “ Peter | hustings. The court of election was 

Horrocks is neither a townsman nor | adjourned that day, I believe, about : 
an elector ; you do not speak to him; | two o'clock, instead of five or six. 
yeu do not tura him out.” This ex- _—This extraordinary occurrence in 
ee nottohavereached | Preston was the general topic of con- 

re 
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the ears of the impartial reporter ; at 
least he takes no notice of it. The 
questions of the bailiff I suppose at- 
tracted the notice of the Mayor, who 
immediately addressed me in no mea- 
sured language; and in terms nearly 
Similar to the newspaper report. My 
only reply was, Yes, Sir; No, Sir; 
accompanied with a respectful bow 
to his Worship, and an assertion, 





versation with ali parties during the 
evening. Curivsity and anxiety was 
at the height.—Curivsity, and I hope 
not a blameable curiosity in such cir- 
cumstances, induced me to attend 
the opening of the hustings on Thurs- 
day morning, to hear the remarks 
of the candidates on the subject. 
Bustle, confusion, protests, and re- 
monstrance, were the order of the 
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day: the battle of words was suc- 
ceeded by the more direful battle of 
bludgeons ; the Mayor, the Bailifls, 
the candidates, their friends were 
alarmed—many took to flight; the 
aid of the military was again im- 
plored; I was appealed to by Mr. 
Birchall; the Mayor attacked me by 
vilifying my character, and assum- 
ing to himself the right of penetra- 
ting into my intentions. I again 
affirm that curiosity was the sole 
cause of my attendance on that oc- 
casion. Sv far from desiring to pro- 
mote disturbance, I did my utmost 
that morning to appease the wrath of 
one of Mr. Cobbett’s voters, who, 
having lust his certificate, was re- 
fused another without an order from 
the Mayor; his application to the 
Mayor was unavailing, and he was 
in consequence deprived of his vote. 
This man was very indignant, he 
even advanced into Captain Barrie's 
box ; I did my utmost to pacify him, 
and toinduce him: to retire peace- 
ably, which ne at last did, I believg) 
with Mr. Faithful, Mr. Cobbett’s 
solicitor. As to the Mayor’s attack 
on my character, after the public 
manner in which my friends have 
come forward in my defence, I shall 
not add another word. 
Before I conclude this letter, I 
take the opportunity of stating that 
towards Mr. Grimshaw I feel no 
personal animosity; I endeavoured 
to attribute his attack upon my con- 
duct and character to a warmth of 
feeling, to accidental excitement, 
and to momentary irritation. My 
religion forbids me to entertain ran- 
corous or uncharitable sentiments 
towards any individual. Observing 
that no mention was made of this 
attack upon me in either of the 
Preston papers, I had resolved to 
take no public notice of the occur- 
rence, but to consider and treat it as 
an election squabble. The subse- 
quent false and calumnious state- 
ments in the London papers, obliged 
me to appeal to the public in vindi- 
cation of my character, which is the 
sole object of this letter addressed to 


Jury. 22, 1826, 
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you, Mr. Editor, by your obedient 
servant, 


J.B. MARSH, 
New Honse, July 6th, 1826. 


To the Rev. J. B. Marsh, New House, 


near Preston. 


Rev. Sir,—Having observed in the 
reports of the proceedings at the 
Preston Election, given in the Morn- 
ing Herald and the Globe and Trae 
veller newspapers, a paragraph from 
which the following is an extract :— 
‘‘ In the mean time Mr, Marsh, a 
“ retired Catholic Priest, whose so- 
“ ciety is declined by his own bre- 
“thren,’’ We, the undersigned Roman 
Catholics, resident in your neighe 
bourhocd, cannot refrain from ex- 
pressing our surprise and regret at 
the calumuious insinuation thus le- 
velled against your character, 


Without entering at all into the 
mutives which have dictated such 
an unjustifiable mis-statement, but 
which appear to have arisen solely 
from political feeling, we are of opi- 
niov that we cannot answer the li- 
bel more effectually than by sub- 
scribing our names, and thus testify- 
ing our esteem of your character both 
as a clergyman and a gentleman, 


We are, Rev. Sir, 
Your obedient Servants, 
Rev, J. G. Morris 


breton 
Rev. J. Bird, 


Rev. S. Day, Clayton Green. 

Rev. Francis Trappes, Preston. 
Rev. George Brown, Lancaster, 
Rev. Thomas Crowe, Thurnbam. 
Kev. James Sharples, Blackburn. 
Rev. Richard Gillow, Fernyhalgh, 
Rev. H. Brewer, Brownedge, 

Rev. Richard Albott, Lea. 

Rey. J. G. Weston, South Hill. 
Rev. Thomas Caton, Cottam. 
Rev. T. Reeve, Chipping. 

J. Dalton, Esq., Thurnham. 

F, Middelton, Esq., Preston. 

Jos. Bushell, Esq., Preston.} 


Rev. J. Dunn 
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W. Riddell, Esq., Preston. 
T. F. Brockholes, Esq. Claughton. 
F. F. Brockholes, Esq., Claughton. 
F. Fitzherbert, Esq., Claughton. 
Rh. Gillow, Esqy Clifton Hill, 
G. Weld, Esq., Leagrim. 

June 30th, 1826. 


The Members of a Friendly So- 
ciety, amounting in number to $47, 
assembled at their annual meeting, 
treld this day, at the Shuttleworth 


Arms, Broughton four-lane-ends, | 


(near to New House Chapel,) take 
this opportunity of stating their re- 
gret and astonishment at hearing a 
yassace in the Globe and Traveller 
heuden paper, dated June 24th, 
1826, reflecting most seriously on 
the character of the Bev. J. B. 


Marsh, the present incumbent of 


New House Chapel: they feel them- 
selves called upon to say that the 
publication is a false, calumnious, 
and unmanly attack. That during 
a period of sixteen years they have 
individually and generally known 
him: that as a clergyman, he has 
been a good pastor to his flock, and 
in private life his conduct has been 
such as to gain the good wishes and 
respect of all those who have the 
pleasure of his acquaintance. 


5 , : 
Thos. Singleton, President. 


Henry Green, Vice President, 
Nicholas Gillett, Treasurer, 
Thomas Wareing ' 
Wm. Threlfall , Stewards. 


Richard Pemberton, Secretary. 


Signed, in behalf of the Society, 


And by the following gentlemen 
present, 

-Rev. J. G. Morris. 
J. Reeve. 
J Bird. 
J. Weston, 
J. Sharples. 
S. ig 
H. Brewer. 
Rh. Gillow. 
R. Albott. 
H. Richmond. 

Mr, Jolin Orrell. 


Broughton, July 4th, 1826. 


Preston, July 3d, 1826. 
At a meeting of the Beneficent 


members, held at the Shelley Arms, 
the following resolution was pro- 
posed, and unanimously carried :— 


This society have heard that a 
_ passage has appeared in the “ Morn- 
‘ing Herald” and “Globe and Tra- 





| veller” London newspapers, reflect- 
ing upon the character of the Rev. 
| J.B. March, of New House Chapel. 


Having had a knowledge of the cha- 
racter of the said Rev. Gentleman 
for a number of years, we feel it our 
duty to make this our statement, that 
he has always been respected as a 
clergyman, and has at all times con- 
ducted himself as a gentleman. 


Signed, in behalf of tne Society, by 


Rich. Fairclough, President. 


Rich. Melling, Vice President. 


John Melling, 
Thos. Simpson, } Stewards. 


--__e 


Ata mecting of the members of 
the Preston Charitable Society, held 
at the Shelley Arms, July 2d, 1826, 
the following resolution was pro- 
posed and unanimously carried :— . 


_ The Members of this Society hav. 
ing heard a paragraph in the “ Globe. 
and Traveller” London newspaper, 
reflecting upon the character of the’ 
Rev. J. B. Marsh, of New House: 
Chapel, think it their duty to state: 
that this Rev. Gentleman has resided’ 
in this neighbourhood for ‘sixteen 

years; during which period we have 
no hesitation in stating that his con- 
duct as a clergyman in the situation 

he filled at Lea, for ten years, and in 

that of New House, which he at pre- 
sent occupies, has been irreproach- 

able ; and in private life it has!been- 
such, that those who know him/hold: 
him in the highest estimation. 


Signed on behalf of the Mem- 
rs.of the Society, by 


; T. CARTER, President. 





Society, composed of about 240: 
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MARKETS. 


Average Prices of CORN through- 
out ENGLAND, for the week end- 


‘ing July 8. 


Per Quarter. 


s. ad. s. a, 
Wheat .. 55 11 | Rye....: 39 7 
Barley .. 28 8] Beans... 40 1 
Oats.... 24 10} Pease...41 1 





Total Quantity of Corn returned as 
Sold in the Maritime Districts, for 
the Week ended July 8. 


Qrs. Qrs 
Wheat ..26,850] Rye .... 167 
Barley... 2,464] Beans .. . 2,287 
Oats... 14,796 | Pease... 112 





Corn Exchange, Mark Lane. 


Quantities and Prices of British 
Corn, &c. sold and delivered in 
this Market, during the week ended 
Saturday, July ¢. 


Qrs. £. «.d. s. d. 

. Wheat,. 4,276 for 12,684 7 10 Average, 59 3 

Barley,. G20 .. G43 2 S.ccceeeves 30 5 

Oats... 7,961 .. ease 19 10.6000 +004 27 0 
Rye.... — —— we ewseeee _ 

Beans .. 555 .... 1,203 5 lise sesese 43 4 

Pease .. 174 coos 418 GC Greceereces 48 1 


Friday, July 14.—The supplies of 
this week are again small. ‘The de- 
mand for fine samples of Wheat is 
good, and such rather exceed Mon- 
day’s terms; in other qualities little 


doing. Barley, Beans, Pease, and 
Oats, remain as‘quoted on Monday. « 
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Monday, July 17.—There was 
again last. week a moderate arrival of 





all descriptions of Corn, and this 
morring’s supply has afforded little 
addition to the quantities, except of 
Beans, nany samples of which have, 
made their appearance. In conse- 
quence of so few samples of fine 
W heat, the same are called 1s. to 9s . 
but in all other 
kinds the extent of business doing is 
limited, and prices remain unaltered. 


as 


Barley meets a dull trade, at the 
terms last quoted. The speculative 


per quarter dearer ; 


demand for Beans having ceased, 
this article has rather declined in 
value. Pease, of buth sorts, may be 
quoted higher. The demand con- 
tinues tolerably free for good sweet 
Oats, but not at better prices; and 
all samples that are unsweet meet a 
very heavy trade. The Flour trade is 
unaltered, 


Price on board Ship us under, 
Flour, per sack ,.....50s.— 55s, 


Seconds eeeeeee . 42s, —— 465. 
—— North Country ..40s. — 43s. 








Price of Bread.—The'price of the; 
4lb. Loaf is stated. at. 9jd. by the 
full-priced Bakers. 


COAL MARKET, July’7. 


Shipeat Market, Shipeeold. Price. | 
50 Newcastle..343 26s..0d.to 35s, 6ds 
22 Sunderland’ 18 32,64, nek 
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} POTATOES, D this 
HAY and STRAW, per Load. ma 
' SpmTaLFietps, per Ton, den 
; Ware....... £7 0 to 10 0 ee b = 
Middlings......3 0 — 5 0 4 Eps 
/ Chats .cecess0% 0 0— 0 O | Snithfeld.—H - at a 
Common Red..0 0 — 0 O ithe ay....70s. to 100s. : arti 
Onions, 0s. Od.—Os. Od. per bush. Straw...36s. to 40s. I 
Clover. 90s. to 120s. ws 
Borovuch, per Ton. per 
mT 
Ware ...... £6 10 to 10 O Whitechapel.--Hay ....70. to 100s, Ba 
Middlings..... 310 — 5 0 Straw...34s. to 40s, gre 
Chats..ccocoe.t O — 23 10 Clover. .84s. to 120s, 
Common Red. .0 0 — 0 O tik 
to 
to 
COUNTRY CORN MARKETs. . 
By the Quarter, excepting where otherwise named; from Wednesday to a 
Saturday last, inclusive, tc 
The Scotch Markets are the Returns of the Week before. 
Wheat. , Barley. Oats. Beans. Pease. d 
s. to s. a. s. to s. d. s.to s. d. s.to s. d. s tos. Jd. 3: 
Aylesbury ...++- 44 600/34 360/30 320/50 520| 0 00 
Banbury....+ r++ | 50 57 0 | 32 36.0) 33 370/53 560| 0 086 v 
’ Basingstoke .... | 52 640/0 0 0/23 280/48 550] 0 OG 
Bridport......- - | 48 600) 52 340 20 230/46 520 0 OO 4 
Chelmsford....... | 52 640) 30 340) 27 330/40 480 | 38 48 6 
Derby...-s-+-.. | 60 650/32 400/23 3301505601 0 006 . 
Devizes...... +. *. | 54. 660) 30 360/25 3201 46 560 0 0@ , 
Dorchester...... | 50 60 0 | 28 300 25 320/48 580! 0 O@ 
Exxetereces eecces | o4 700 =< 36 0 23 28 0 28 32 0 0 00 
Eye .. sseecees -- | 94 600) 32 360) 24 280) 40 420! 38 420 ’ 
Guildford........ | © 00) 0 00] © 00| 0 00) 0 oo | 
Henley ..... seooe | 04 680/30 320 26 320) 46 540 
. a - : ) 48 540 
Horncastle...... 53 560) 30 320, 22 260/44 460! 0 OO 
Hangerford....... | 50 640 | 20 320/26 320/40 560/38 50 0 
: Lewes....0+.. | 52 590) 0 00) 27 300 , 
Ba | Newbury ........ | 50 670/32 340 28 340 50 580 ° i. 
mn) | Northampton... | 54 580/34 360/25 29 0 | 
, | - 46 496) 0 00 | 
: Nottingham ..., | 59 00/30 00 29 00 51 00: 0 OO 
: Reading eeeeee ee | 50 72 0: 0 34 0 22 32 0 44 540 43 540 
. Stamford......... | 50 590/36 380/30 2: 
“i | (30 330/50 540! @ 00 
: Stowmarket .... 0 00) 0 00. 0 00 0 00 0 00 
ty Swansea......., | 78 00/28 00/26 00) 0 00/6 oo 
4 BUGS cccccvedesc 64 00) 32 00, 29 00 0 00 0 0 
t} Uxbridge ....... 0 00; 0 00; 0 00] ¢ 00) 0 “Ys ; 
+ Warminster...... | 49 650) 26 340/26 299 48 5440/1 0 0O P 
i Winchester...... | 0 00, 0 0060! 0 O09 0 oO . : 
Dalkeith® ...... | 27 826 | 23 270/23 973 23 260 22 250 
Haddington seve | 29 $3 0 21 satin Yorn 27 3| 23 2701] 23 270 } 
® Dalkeith and Haddington are given by the Soll. — 
Rye, Pease, and Beans, is three - pos hy metetines pathlen ab aed ; 
Barley and Oats, is about 6 bushels W inchester 6 ard 
ish quarter, 2 OF a8 © to 8 compared with the 
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Liverpool, July 11.—Some partial showers of rain were experienced in 
this district during the past week, but of so trivial a magnitude as scarcely 
to alter the aspect of the coming crops. Flour was a little higher, and the 
demand being good for Oats, ld. per 45 lbs. was obtained thereon. The 
market of this day being well attended, sales of Wheat and Oats were 
made to a fair extent, the former at abot last advised prices, and the latter 
at an advance of 4¢. per 45 lbs. on those of last Tuesday. Prices of other 
articles remain much the same as on this day se‘nuight. 

Imported into Liverpool from the 4th to 10th July, 1826, inclusive :— 
Wheat, 2,695; Barley, 23; and Oats, 9,572 quarters. Flour, 130 sacks, 
per 280 lbs. Oatmeal, 1,320 packs, per 240 lbs Flour, Europe, 750 barrels, 


Guildford, July 15 —Wheat, new, for mealing, 13/. to 17/. 10s. per load. 
Barley, 30s. to 36s.; Oats, 29s. to 35s.; Beans, 52s. to 56s.; and Pease, 
grey, 50s. to 56s, per qttarter. 

Norwich, July 15.—The supply of Wheat to this day’s market was 
liberal and quite equal to the demand. Red sold from 48s. to 55s: ; White 
to 57s.; Barley, S2s. Oats, 23s. to 28s. Beans, 37s. to 41s, Pease, 38s. 
to 42s. per quarter; and Flour, 44s, to 45s. per sack. 

Bristol, July 15.—An advance has taken place in the prices of several 
kinds of Grain here, since my last quotations, Present prices are about as 
follow. Supplies very moderate.— Wheat from 5s. 6d. to 7s. 9d.; Barley, 
3s, Sd. to 4s. Od.; Oats, 2s. Gd. to 3s. 8d.; Beans, 4s. to 7s.; and Malt, 5s, 

to 7s. 74d. per bushel, ya od we Flour, Seconds, 35s. to 49s. per sack. 

Ipswich, July 15.—We had to-day a small market: a litule business was 
done at about last week's prices, as follows:—Wheat, 51s, to 60s, ; Barley, 
32s.; and Beans, 4¢s. to 45s, per quarter, © 

Wisbech, July 15.—There was a fair quantity of Wheat offering to-day, 
which sold at a little advance. Outs and Beans made trom 1s, to 2s. per 
quarter more, 

Wakefield, July 14.—The supply of Wheat here to-day is rather large : 
the very finest samples are taken off slowly at last week's prices; but all 
other descriptions have met heavy sale, and in some instances rather lower 

rices have been submitted to. English Oats are scarce and full as dear, 
But Foreign, except of prime fresh quality, are dull sale, without material 

variation in prices. Shelling is in short supply, and obtains the rates of 
last Friday. Beans are unaltered in value, but the demand is less brisk. 

Manchester, July 15.—There has been some heavy rain in this neighe 
bourhood in the past week, which has had the effect of producing at least 
a corrective influence on prices, although it is generally considered too late 
1o afford any material improvement in the Spring crops. The attendance 
on ’Change to-day was small; but the show of samples more numerous 
than on this day se’nnight: the market closed extremely dull, and very 
little business has been transacted. We make no alteration in our quota- 
tions of Wheat; but to have made any progress in sales, a trifling reduction 
must have been submitted to, even on the finest qualities. Oats and Malt 
are also heavy sale, and the turn lower. Beans and Barley continue scarce, 
and fully support jast week’s rates; still the demand is not sobrisk. Flour, 
ready for delivery, is in tolerable request. . 

Newcastle-on-‘Lyne, July 15.—We had a better supply of Wheat from 
the farmers this morning, and having had several parcels coastwise durin 
the week, tie millers were enabled to select the fresh-threshed Wheats, at 
last week’s prices, and all other sorts were 2s. per quarter cheaper. Rye 
is at present quite unsaleable. Grinding Barley sells at the same prices 
as last week, but the demand is not so good. The demand for Oats ig 

very_limited, and last week’s prices are barely maintained, 
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COUNTRY CATTLE ann MEAT MARKETS, &c. 


Norwich Castle Meadow, July 15.—-We had only the very small supply 
of two beasts fit for slaughter to this day’s market, which sold at 8s. per 
stone of 14lbs. sinking offal; but the show of Store Stock was very large; 
Scots sold at 4s, to 4s. 3d. per stone when fat; Cows and Calves sell but 
slowly, and Homebreds, of all sorts, the same. 

Horncastle, July. 15.— Beef, 7s. to 7s. 6d. per stone of 141bs, ; Mutton, 
5d. to Gd.; Lamb, od. to 7d.; and Veal, 7d. to 8d. per |b. 

Manchester, July 12.—The supply of Cattle to this day’s market being 
rather small, occasioned higher prices to be demanded ; but the butchers 
not feeling inclined to give more, caused very little business to be done in 
the early jart of the day ; however, previous to the close, all were sold at 
advanced quotations. The trade was brisk for Sheep and Lambs, at a 
trifling improvement in value in the former; Calves were rather lower, 
and Pigs as last noted, 





AVERAGE PRICE OF CORN, sold in the Maritime. Counties of 
England and Wales, for the Week ended July 8, 1826. 


Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
s. d, s. d. s d. 


LORGOR® wccccccccces ace oO 143.4. 881 10... BB I 
ND fodsind-c da ce va oh 58 6....28 4....%23 5 
epee ers odo UD 2.56.88 Oi. uw Br GS 
DOUG «.. ss onc sosecudeate 66 10....08 0...'2&@ 2 
DOGG. aac cbse dco os 63 10....28 9....26, 4 
Cambridgeshire. ......... 51 > 8....98* 0...-.% 3 
ere ea 61. 105.27 1....20 6 
Lineolnshire .........+.. 64: 9....28 2...:3 @ 
pO ee 55 1....28 8....21 10 
DUNS 4 Save pase See Ss 2... 08... 49 8 
Northumberland ........ 63 0....30 14....0% 
Cumberland ....:......- 64 Oj ...21- 9....27: 6 
Westmoreland .......... 66 3....28 0....29 0 
EemtonshivG. .<..cccevocex 63. 9.... 0 O....26 0O 
RIOGEING ik ss cide De on GO: 305... @ Q..i Ov @ 
Gloucestershire... ........ SG?) $...<<88 (9; ...36) 3 
Somersetshire .......... 58 0....31 0... 24 11 
Monmouthshire......... 68 @....% 8....28 0O 
OMNI. 6 < cdc cd ct’ GO. 1... 3B Oi... 28 8 
CONN ids ses Shee SSK G4 3:...32 5..:.98) & 
Dorsetshire ......ccc vee 4 ¢ Dov. SB is 88-72 
. Hanipshire.............. o4 11....31 2....95 4 
North Wales .........66. 62 11....35 2....20 10 
South Wales... ........ 59 3....28 4....21 8 


* The London Average is always that of the Week preceding. 





Printed by W. Copnzrr, Johnson’s court; and published by him, at 183, Fleetstreet. 
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